Mediterranean Living Heritage project meets to plan the way forward

23-11-2010   ENPI Info Centre
The “Mediterranean Living Heritage” project (MEDLIHER) funded in the framework of the Euromed Heritage IV programme with the objective of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, is organising an evaluation meeting in Cairo, Egypt, to debate the situation of Immaterial Cultural Heritage in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and Egypt and select news projects for the next phase.

 

A press release from the EU Delegation to Egypt said the meeting would take place from 28 to 30 November. The Project is ending its second phase and this very important high-level meeting will gather representatives of all partners to discuss the conclusions of the respective national assessments carried out during the Project’s first phase.

 

The event will, moreover, serve as a basis to select targeted national and multinational projects to be implemented during the third phase of the project, in 2011, and will also be an occasion to present the MEDLIHER database.

 

The MEDLIHER Project “Mediterranean Living Heritage” aims at supporting the implementation of the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria.

 

The project duration is three years for a total budget of €1.34 million, co-funded up to 80% by the European Union through the Euromed Heritage 4 Programme, aiming at creating new opportunities for people’s awareness and appropriation of their common cultural heritage. The project is co-funded and implemented by UNESCO.

 

The following three phases are foreseen: (i) Assessment of the current situation in the Mediterranean partners States; (ii) Development of national projects and setting up of a regional network and (iii) Implementation of national projects by the partners.

 

Living immaterial cultural heritage encompasses, among other, oral traditions, performing arts, festivals and crafts, i.e. cultural expressions and practices that are continuously renewed and transmitted from generation to generation within communities. Such fragile heritage gained international recognition and protection under the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. The "Al-Sirah Al-Hilaliyyah Epic" in Egypt and the "The Cultural Space of the Bedu in Petra and Wadi Rum" in Jordan are vibrant examples of elements inscribed in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

 

MedLiHer focuses on the preservation of intangible cultural heritage in the region, seeking to strengthen the institutional capacities of partner countries to allow them to take part in international mechanisms for the protection of intangible heritage and to develop appropriate measures working with the communities and groups involved on the ground.

 

EuroMed Heritage IV is a €17 million EU-funded programme which contributes to the exchange of experiences on cultural heritage, creates networks and promotes cooperation with the Mediterranean Partner Countries. (ENPI Info Centre).
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